Hi everyone,
 
Thank you to everyone who was able to join the discussion of fundraising for Team Ontario. For those that weren’t able to be on the call, we want to first emphasize that SOO is here to help with the fundraising efforts around the upcoming National Summer Games. Whether it’s support around resources, help with material that you might need, or providing advice/suggestions/sounding boards, we are more than happy to help out wherever we can. I’ve put together some notes and links that might be helpful for your fundraising efforts. In the coming weeks and months, our marketing team will also be developing a number of resources (including graphics and social media guidance), and we’ll be sharing these as they become available.
 
Become a Fan Website
1. A donation/fundraising site has been developed for the Games, located at https://games.specialolympicsontario.com/become-a-fan/. Each community has been set up with a Team Page of their own, which you can find by scrolling down to the Leaderboard, clicking “Top Teams”, and then clicking “See More” to get a searchable list of all communities. When you’re on your page, you’ll want to copy the link and include that direct link in any social media posts, emails, etc that you use to push out for donations.
1. If you wish to customize your local page with specific info or photos, you can request changes by emailing annac@specialolympicsontario.com.
1. The fundraising site is managed through our CrowdChange platform, which allows for immediate tax receipts, gives donors the option to cover credit card fees, etc.
1. When people looking to support the efforts are on the page, they can click “Become a Fan” if they are interested in becoming a sponsor at one of the listed levels (typically businesses), or “Donate” as an individual to receive a tax receipt.
1. Individuals can donate or sponsor directly from your community’s page, or from the main landing page (where they will be able to select a team if they choose)
1. The team pages have a number of buttons that make it easy to share the page, including QR Codes, links that can be used for Facebook, and email links.
1. Please find a sample fundraising message that you can use when sending out the link by email or on social media attached to this email. You’ll want to edit the message to include an image if desired, along with your local link. 

Marketing and Social Media
1. The marketing team have already been hard at work, putting together content to be used in graphics, posts, etc. In the coming weeks and months, you’ll receive more information about these resources, and how to use them.
1. The first resource, the Become a Fan Postcard, will be provided to local athletes in the coming weeks. This postcard encourages donations to the Become a Fan program, and allows the athlete to add their name and community to encourage local support. Samples of the front and back can be found at https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1m07XCwZ0H6ycgQSIPV-W0KndPgq88yyF

Additional Resources
1. If you need any other material through the year to help with your fundraising activities, please let me know. This could include:
0. Template letters for requests to businesses, service clubs, etc
0. Auction support
1. For template letters/requests, please contact Jason at jasonh@specialolympicsontario.com. 

Events/Groups Looking for Charitable Recipients
1. Often, there are community events or groups that are looking for charities to apply to be a charitable recipient for an upcoming campaign. These could include golf tournaments, galas, pub/restaurant fundraisers, etc.
1. I’m available to help with applications, and have a lot of the necessary info so you don’t have to start this from scratch.
1. If you see any locally, please let me know and I can work with you to apply for these opportunities
 
Thank you for everything you do for the athletes and volunteers in your community, and the Special Olympics movement in general. Local athletes being selected for Team Ontario also represents a great opportunity to develop relationships with new supporters, as the “elevator speech” around athletes competing at Nationals is a really strong appeal and one that is easy to explain.
 
Once again, thank you, and please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions/requests/suggestions.
 
Thanks!
Jason 


JASON HUSSAK
He/Him
Manager of Community Fundraising and Sponsorships
SPECIAL OLYMPICS ONTARIO


 
[image: esignature logo]
 
65 Overlea Boulevard, Suite 200
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4H 1P1
 
Tel | +1 416 447 8326 ext. 279
Toll Free | 1 888 333 5515 ext. 279
[bookmark: _GoBack]E-mail | jasonh@specialolympicsontario.com 
image1.png
Special Olympics

i
ﬁ‘léa Ontario




