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ADDRESS FROM CHAIR OF THE BOARD

“Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Shafiq Ebrahim, Chair of the Board

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Special Olympics Ontario, I am honoured to
present an overview of the incredible accomplishments and achievements we have
enjoyed in 2014/15.
The success of this past year has once again surpassed any and all expectations
while proving why Special Olympics Ontario is such a rewarding organization to be
a part of.
I would like to recognize all of our valued partners and supporters for their
generosity, dedication, and undeniable support throughout the year. Without such
assistance and commitment, we simply would not be able to attain a successful
legacy through our many campaigns and initiatives.
Special thanks and appreciation to the thousands of extraordinary volunteers
and coaches, who have continued the personal and professional growth of our
organization. Their unbelievable efforts and genuine support have contributed to
the on-going success that Special Olympics Ontario has achieved over this past year.
With the support of our devoted donors, corporate partners and local sponsors, we
have been able to provide individuals with intellectual disabilities the opportunity
to participate, train and compete in a variety of sports programs, games and
competitions all across Ontario. As Special Olympics Ontario continues to grow,
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it is our desire to reach out to more individuals who will benefit and thrive within
our programs.
As you take this time to review our Annual Report, I hope you are reminded
that Special Olympics Ontario is dedicated to enriching the lives of those with
an intellectual disability through the power of sport and that you gain a better
understanding of the significance and impact of our mission...
“To provide year-round sports training and athletic competition for individuals with
an intellectual disability.”
In conclusion, I would like to personally recognize and acknowledge the amazing
athletes for their devotion, perseverance and sportsmanship as they constantly
represent and symbolize the true meaning of Special Olympics Ontario.

Shafiq Ebrahim

ADDRESS FROM PRESIDENT & CEO

“Purpose is what gives life a meaning”
C. H. Parkhurst

Glenn MacDonell, President & CEO

I am delighted to present this Annual Report showcasing many activities, programs
and initiatives that have encouraged and enhanced the growth of this organization.
Over the years, I have personally witnessed many changes in the way we deliver
quality sport training and competition.
The Special Olympics “family” grows daily, a testament to staff, volunteers and
coaches alike. As I travel around the province, I have been fortunate to have met
many athletes, family members, their friends and fans. It’s encouraging for me
to know that this important movement is truly making a difference in the lives of
individuals with an intellectual disability. I see first-hand the improved levels of
confidence and skills in the athletes, as a direct result of being involved with the
grass-roots programs that the organization offers.
We all have important roles to play in ensuring that not only does this organization
provide sport training and competition, but focuses on such things as health and
fitness education, health screenings and athlete speaker’s training, to name a few.
I am especially excited about the overall growth of children and youth participation
in our programs. Approximately 50% of our registration base is now 21 years and
under, a huge transition from 10 years ago when the average age of an athlete
was 37. This speaks volumes to the commitment and dedication of staff, resources

and various grant opportunities. This growth in children and youth also aligns with
Special Olympics Ontario’s strategic plan.
It would be remiss of me at this time not to mention the involvement of the Law
Enforcement community across the Province. We would not be where we are today
without their passion and astounding ability to raise funds. When I spoke earlier
about friendship and camaraderie amongst athletes, family and friends … it is
evident that the men and women in Law Enforcement are our biggest FANS by far.
You will read more about the Torch Run program later in this report.
Please take a moment to review this report. We are very proud of our
accomplishments, but realize that there is much more work to do to ensure that we
reach more individuals who can benefit from being a part of the Special Olympics’
movement. Making a difference is what Special Olympics is all about! Help us to
spread the word and change lives.

Glenn MacDonell
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Maria Borges
Parent Advocate

Shafiq Ebrahim
Chair
Commercial Banker,
National Bank of
Canada

Sean Etherington
Senior Vice President,
Sales & Marketing
CI Investments

Dave Levac
Member of Provincial
Parliament
Queen’s Park

Sabrina Gollnow
Account Manager,
RBC, Mining &
Natural Resources

Chris Lewis
Retired Commissioner,
Ontario Provincial
Police

Taje Mohabir
Vice President IT
CI Investments

Evanka Osmak
Connected Anchor
Rogers Sportsnet

Rima Ramchandani
Secretary
Partner, Torys LLP

Tessa Trojan
Athlete
Representative

Mike Van Hees
Director,
Short Term Funding
and BA Trading
Scotiabank

Robert Wilkes
Audit Committee
Chair
Partner,
BDO Canada LLP

Jim Yaeck
Vice President,
General Manager
AMJ Campbell Van
Lines, Toronto East

Chipping in to help promote healthy athletes
and create lifelong physical fitness.

Proud supporter of Special Olympics
Ontario and the Active Start program.
For more information visit RBC.com

For more information visit ClubLink.ca

Changing lives ... making dreams
come true
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PHYSICAL ACTIVITY HEALTHY LIVING (pahl)

experience for mainstream high school

Lanes in Windsor, to racing down the

Youth Programs in Schools

leadership groups and the companies

track at Varsity Stadium in Toronto,

pahl

who volunteer their time to assist

splashing down the lanes at the Nepean

competitions showcase Active Start,

with the event. In keeping with the

Sportsplex and finally a host of events

FUNdamentals,

philosophy

are

at Lakehead University in Thunder Bay.

and Step Into Action Programs to

some comments from the mainstream

Athletes across the province were able

participating students and teachers

volunteer coordinators about their

to shine! But don’t just take our word

which are incorporated into classrooms

Special Olympics experience:

for it; here is a teacher’s testimonial:

across the province. In total, Special

“Our [Phys. Ed] students had a blast

“Thank you so much for all your help. I

students and their teachers this past

and it was a fabulous opportunity for

can’t tell you enough what a great time

year. School programs continue to

the community class to help out and

my students had at the track meet.

With 15 pahl Sports Festivals offered

engage new students, teachers, parents

show some leadership. What a great

They were over the moon. Two came

across the province, Special Olympics

and families and promote the expansion

event! Thank you for all your work in

in first and one came in second. The

was able to reach over 800 new

of youth and community programs

getting that together for the students”

young autistic boy that I teach doesn’t

elementary school students with an

across the province.

~ Cherie Ellison, Head of Phys. Ed,

like to be touched. However, when he

intellectual disability from Thunder Bay

Newmarket High School

came in at the end of his race, he ran

“It was such an awesome experience

over to the Educational Assistant and

participating

hugged her. He was thrilled that he

Festival at The Hangar. Yes, it would

The

2014-2015

season

was

a

busy and exciting time for Special

of

inclusion,

here

Olympics Ontario school, youth and
pahl programs.

pahl Sports Festivals
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between. Schools that had little to no

School Competitions

prior Special Olympics programming

Special

facilitate

came in second place. Please know that

experience

half-

over 60 school sports competitions

what you do for these students is so

day pahl Sports Festival. The result

across Ontario in May and June alone!

greatly appreciated.” ~ Laura Arone,

was a Special Olympics, fun-filled

These events touched thousands of

Special Education Teacher, St. Jude

day for elementary student athletes,

students across the province, from

Catholic School

along with a most enjoyable learning

spares and strikes at the Rosebowl

in

a

and

existing

Youth

sports

Multi-Sport

Olympics was able to reach over 4,000

to Cornwall and many communities in

participated

Festivals

Olympics

helped

in

the

PAHL

Sports

be amazing to have resources for
the FUNdamentals or Youth MultiSport programming. Thanks again.”
~ Miroslava Gyda, Special Education
Teacher, St. Charles Garnier School

Healthy Athletes

Healthy Athletes and Athlete
Leadership Program

The Athlete Leadership Program (ALP)

Association of Ontario, Special Olympics

is placing a focus on Healthy Athletes.

was able to offer a national Coaching

A number of Healthy Athletes events

In the spring, two ALP Summits were

Young Athletes Course, along with

took place across the province this

dedicated to training “Athlete Health

National Coach Certification Program

past spring. The expos were held in

Advocates” which offers ALP graduates

(NCCP)

conjunction with several major spring

the opportunity to participate in future

Skills at the 2015 Provincial Coaches

sporting events including the Buckster

Healthy Athletes events in a leadership

Conference to all interested Active Start,

Cup, Anne Ottenbrite Swim Meet, the

capacity.

synergistic

FUNdamentals and Youth Multi-Sport

International Bocce Tournament in King

approach is helping the pahl program

program leaders. This course is available

City and the Provincial Floor Hockey

to thrive.

for all Special Olympics registered

Championships in Ottawa. Athletes

This

simple

Community Youth Programs

Athletes disciplines including Health

The

Promotion, Special Smiles, Opening

new

Eyes, Fun Fitness, Healthy Hearing and

opportunities

Fit Feet.

Leaders. In partnership with the Coaches

season

developments
for

saw

in
Youth

Movement

coaches to learn how to assess and

participated in the full gamut of Healthy

2014-2015

Fundamental

improve their teaching of fundamental
some

coaching

movement skills to young athletes with
intellectual disabilities.

Program

9

school programs

Provincial School Championships

MLSE Foundation donated their time as

showcases the importance of being

The

2014/2015

tremendous

saw

volunteers at a number of the Toronto

involved in a movement that is making

the

Four

a difference in the lives of students with

Corners

regional

qualifiers,

School

resulting in a wonderful experience

Championships program. Over 4,000

for Special Olympics athletes and staff

student-athletes

regional

alike. Building on the success of this

(48

in

relationship, the 2015/2016 season will

total across Ontario) which offered

see the expansion of this model with

basketball, soccer, bocce and athletics.

both MLSE and other supporters.

cherished experiences I’ve had with

The Four Corners program is extremely

Special Olympics enjoys a wonderful

honoured to have the chance to cheer

fortunate to have the support of many

relationship with Law Enforcement

each athlete on during their games

dedicated

sponsors,

services and agencies across Ontario.

and support them throughout the day.

without which the program would not

The Four Corners initiative is one of

There’s something incredibly special

have reached the growth and expansion

many programs that officers thoroughly

about being a part of a team and

that it has to date. The Maple Leaf Sports

enjoy attending and participating in.

Special Olympics Ontario gave me the

& Entertainment (MLSE) Foundation is a

The arrival of athletes and the high fives

opportunity to be the ambassador of

founding partner whose generosity has

that athletes receive from the officers,

one. “ ~ Akasha Di Tomasso, Corporate

contributed to the successful execution

sets the tone for the rest of the event.

Communications, MLSE

of many regional qualifiers in the

The involvement of Law Enforcement in

Toronto area. This past season, staff at

grassroots events such as Four Corners

Four

Corners

qualifying
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year
within

school

growth

Provincial
attended

competitions

partners

and

intellectual disabilities.
“Volunteering at Special Olympics
Ontario’s

soccer

and

basketball

Proud supporters:

tournaments were two of the most
a charitable organization. I was so
Special Olympics Ontario’s Four Corners
Provincial
program

School
uniquely

Championships
promotes

sport

training and competition opportunities
to high school student athletes with
intellectual disabilities, providing them
with opportunities to compete and
advance to the Special Olympics Four
Corners Provincial School Championships.

Proud supporters of the
Special Olympics movement.
Determined to make a difference
one pedal at a time.
The Beaver Valley 180 Bike Ride
is not only a ride, but a collective
effort by the peloton who unite to
make a difference. The BV180 is a
tradition that recognizes individual
good fortune and the importance of
supporting others in their goals.
For more information visit
BeaverValley180.com
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LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN

Message from
Chief Al Frederick
OACP Chair
It is with great pride that I report

of fundraising alone and serves to

the foundation of the hard work

on

galvanize

in

and experience of over 28 years of

achievement for the Ontario Law

another

year

of

support of courageous Special Olympics

dedicated service of Law Enforcement

Enforcement

athletes.

personnel. This legacy, coupled with a

Torch

tremendous

Run

(OLETR).

whole

communities

The OLETR represents an enduring
partnership between Law Enforcement

From the leadership of Law Enforcement

and continuous planning, will ensure

Agencies and Special Olympics Ontario,

personnel and the annual Torch Run,

the sustained growth in Ontario.

over a rich and inspiring 28 year history.

community volunteers are inspired to
coach, donate and participate in Special

The OACP recognizes and commends

Dedicated men and women across

Olympics’ programs. This influence is

all Law Enforcement personnel who

Ontario collaborate daily in the pursuit

critical for the ongoing success and

selflessly give their time and energy

of safer communities and through the

development of the athletes as they

as participants and champions of the

OLETR, raise funds and awareness

seek to grow and enrich their lives.

Torch Run in the communities they

for
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collaborative approach of sharing ideas

over

20,000

Special

Olympics

serve. On behalf of the OACP Torch

athletes. This continuous commitment

The Ontario Association of Chiefs of

Run Executive Committee, I sincerely

is instrumental in providing sustained

Police (OACP) Torch Run Executive

thank all of the men and women in

sport programs and competitions across

Committee is dedicated to working

Law

the province. The impact of annual

with all partners in the pursuit of a

in so many capacities on behalf of

and local OLETR activities for Special

strong OLETR for Special Olympics.

Special Olympics.

Olympics transcends the significance

Continued

success

will

build

from

Enforcement

who

volunteer

LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN

The OLETR for Special Olympics has

to nine plunges in 2015. The program

of the Flame Endurance Series. The

of Honour and the Distinguished Service

completed another successful year

also surpassed their fundraising goal

series featured five events provincially

Award. We are pleased to congratulate

thanks to the tireless support and

by $90,000. In 2015 the Polar Plunge

this summer. Each event was designed

the following recipients:

dedication

program raised close to $270,000 for

not only to push participants to

Special Olympics.

their physical limits, but to create an

from

Law

Enforcement

Agencies and officers from across the
province. Now in the 28th year of the

environment for participants to have

program, the Law Enforcement Torch

Torch Run has also seen tremendous

a great time raising funds for Special

Run continues to be the pinnacle

growth in niche events including the Law

Olympics. The events saw a 15 percent

fundraiser for Special Olympics Ontario.

Enforcement Torch Ride and Guardians

increase in participants from 990 in 2014

of the Flame Endurance Series. The

to 2,450 in 2015, raising an amazing

Traditionally, the Torch Run has been

Law Enforcement Torch Ride has grown

$335,500 in two short years!

driven by grassroots fundraising in

from three rides in the inaugural 2013

the spring and summer months and as

summer to 12 rides in 2015. The program

Each

much as this trend still exists, we have

has been receiving an enthusiastic

officers who have made significant

seen tremendous growth in revenue

response from the motorcycle and Law

contributions to the movement. This

throughout the calendar year. In the

Enforcement community alike.

year, awards were presented at the

cold winter months, the Polar Plunge
program grew from six plunges in 2014

OACP
Torch Run also continued its Guardians

year,

the

OLETR

Conference

in

recognizes

Award of Honour
Dee Salter, Bath Institution,
Correctional Services of Canada
James Chauvin,
Ontario Provincial Police
Jeff Cross,
Niagara Regional Police Service
Mike Cox,
Amherstburg Police Service
Distinguished Service Award
Stacey Campbell,
Ontario Provincial Police

Mississauga,

Ontario on June 15, 2015 for the Award
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COMMUNITY REPORT

Nobody Does it Better Than
a Volunteer!

programs can run because volunteers

Congratulations to our Years of
Service Award Recipients

Marlene Barber, Myrna Muriel Feetham,

ensured it would. The coach is always

Volunteering isn’t always one of the

the first person to arrive and the last

Special Olympics would not exist without

Pat Kenney, Patricia Bayes, Ron Reid,

most plush, easy, or glamorous jobs, but

person to leave making sure every last

the commitment and dedication of

Sandra Arnold, Steve Schincariol

it is one of the most important. Special

detail is complete. The list could go on

volunteers. Sincere thanks, appreciation

Olympics was built by volunteers and

ad infinitum, but most importantly it’s

and congratulations to those who have

not only exists today but is thriving in

all done by volunteers!

dedicated many years of their lives

large part due to the continued hard
work, commitment, valuable skills and
knowledge that volunteers impart to
Special Olympics every day.

who do choose to volunteer, they do
it because they care. The gift of one’s
time is a language which can be heard

Volunteers create such a profound

by the deaf and seen by the blind.

effect on people’s lives and often

Volunteers don’t always have the time,

times they may not be aware of that

but they somehow always find a way to

impact. However, at Special Olympics

make the time.

Ontario we not only know its impact,

Volunteers don’t ask for accolades,

we see it every day in the communities
and sports clubs all across Ontario. A
competition is held because volunteers
ensured it would, facility bookings
are completed routinely so sports
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Why volunteer some may ask? For those

but they certainly deserve them. To
just say thank you isn’t enough. So, we
applaud you and congratulate you for
making the difference in athletes’ lives
throughout Ontario.

to athletes and the Special Olympics’
movement. For the first time this year,

Nancy

Dewitt,

Pansy

Waterman,

30 Years of Service
Barbara

Desmarais,

Dori

Schooley,

Jake Baylis, Joe Bruni, Kerry Douglas,
Pat Kenney, Shannon Johnson

a number of volunteers received an

35 Years of Service

award for 35 Years of Service. We hope

Cathy Davis, Charles Keeting, Duane

they will continue their excellent work

Carson, Frank Belanger, Gary Terry, Jake

and commitment. Special Olympics

Baylis, Jim Haycock, John Christmas,

applaud all volunteers … changing

Karla

lives one day at a time. Congratulations

Kenneth Carson, Larry Rogers, Marion

to the following individuals for their

French, Paul Turner, Raymond Walt, Rob

outstanding years of service:

McLean, Ruth Ann Mills, William Paul

25 Years of Service

Mills, Willie Bayne

Annie Mabel Fletcher, David John
Pritchard, Jake Baylis, Joan Gloria
Huffman,

Lydia

Elizabeth

Keczem,

Pedersen,

Katherine

Corbeil,

“Alone we can do so little;
together we can do so much.”
Helen Keller

Building healthy
and vibrant communities

Bâtir des communautés
saines et dynamiques

The Ontario Trillium Foundation is
proud to invest in Special Olympics
Ontario.

La Fondation Trillium de l’Ontario
est fière d’investir dans les Olympiques
spéciaux de l’Ontario.

Our grants fund initiatives that
encourage people of all ages and
abilities to lead healthier and more
physically active lives.

Nos subventions financent des
initiatives qui encouragent les gens
de tous âges et habiletés à adopter
un mode de vie actif et sain.

Our investment helped athlete
development in Special Olympics
communities across Ontario.

Notre investissement a aidé le
développement d’athlètes des
Olympiques spéciaux dans
tout l’Ontario.

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

1.800.263.2887 | www.otf.ca

Proud sponsor of Special
Olympics Ontario and the
Provincial Floor Hockey
Championships.

For more information please
visit, Scotiabank.com

15

PROVINCIAL PARTNERS
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NATIONAL PARTNERS
PARTENAIRES NATIONAUX

NATIONAL PARTNERS
PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

FRIENDS

June 25, 2015
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SPOrt & coach development
The Pathway for Champions Program was developed in
response to feedback from our members. It is a way to
improve the structure and offering of training and competitive
opportunities for high performance athletes and coaches.

Jim Thompson Award (Formerly Chairperson's Award)
This annual award is presented by Special Olympics Canada to
a non-coaching volunteer. Award recipients are chosen based

Mission staff Duncan LeBlanc hosted a Pathways for

on their lifetime contributions to Special Olympics in the areas

Champions training camp for the provincial speed skating team

of sport, fundraising, administration or major games.

in April, 2015. The team is enthusiastically preparing for the
2016 National Winter Games in Corner Brook, Newfoundland.
Athletes came together over one weekend and experienced

Congratulations Bill Mills (London, Ontario) – recipient of
this year’s award.

top class coaching and technical training.
The training camp was an unforgettable one for the athletes

Frank Selke Fundraising Volunteer of the Year Award

as Coach Laura Woodall and speed skating specialist Michael

Special Olympics Canada presents this annual award to a

Murray shared their knowledge with the athletes.

fundraising volunteer who has made a significant contribution

The coaches provided fun and focused training sessions

to the Special Olympics’ movement, locally, provincially, and/or

to the team. Athletes tackled the aspects of fitness

nationally, and has best exemplified the spirit, philosophy and

training, learning how to strengthen their bodies through

goals of Special Olympics.

intensity and conditioning.

They also learned new drills

and techniques, while both coaches were able to finetune their coaching methods, allowing them to quickly

Congratulations Mike Van Hees (Oakville, Ontario) –
recipient of this year’s award.

identify specific needs of the athletes ensuring all round
success in a drill.

Coach Laura and Coach Michael were

able to work with all athletes at once, regardless of skill
differences, truly embracing a team atmosphere.

ROB PLUNKETT AWARD
This award is presented to a Law Enforcement
Torch Run representative who best exemplifies the

The training camp was hugely successful. Athletes were eager

spirit, philosophy, dedication and goals of the Law

to implement their new skills, and training plans back in their

Enforcement Torch Run and the continued success

communities. Coach Duncan and his excellent training team
continue to work hard in preparing Team Ontario speed skating
athletes for ultimate success on their journey to Corner Brook.
The extremely motivated provincial speed skating team is
ready to take the 2016 National Winter Games by storm.
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and growth of the Special Olympics’ movement.
Congratulations Sgt. Mike McAllister, Niagara
Regional Police, recipient of this year’s award.

Thank you VIA Rail for
transporting 3,000 athletes
and coaches to our Regional,
Provincial
and
National
Games. Your support is
greatly appreciated.
Proud sponsor of Special Olympics
Ontario. For the past eight years VIA
Rail has been a transportation supplier
to Special Olympics Ontario, providing
complimentary travel for families
and athletes to attend Provincial and
National Games.
For more information visit VIARail.ca
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MAJOR GAMES

2015 Provincial Winter Games

the hosting of the Games. Everyone

their respective events. Julia Romualdi

The 2015 Provincial Winter Games were a

in North Bay knew the Games were

(Timmins Skating Club) received Silver

resounding success thanks to Chief Paul

coming to town and it showed with their

in the Singles Level II, Nadia Bouillon

Cook and the North Bay Police Service.

community support. Congratulations

(Sudbury Skating Club) received Gold

Under the leadership of Constable

to Constable Shantz and his Games

in the Solo Dance Level II, Jack Fan

Merv Shantz, the Games organizing

Organizing

(Goulbourn Skating Club, Ottawa) was

committee raised over $560,000 to host

tremendous work.

Committee

for

their

and Thomas Babcock (Kingston Skating

the Games. Some highlights from the
weekend include: the first ever family

The Provincial Winter Games is a

Club) received Silver in the Singles Level

dinner where athletes, coaches and

qualifying event for athletes to be

III. Coach Cathy Skinner from Goulbourn

families came together for an evening

selected to attend the 2016 Special

Figure Skating Club, Ottawa, attended

of entertainment; a local North Bay

Olympics National Winter Games in

the Games with the athletes.

Alpine skier, Cory Potter, who moved up

Corner Brook, Newfoundland.
Thank you Skate Canada for giving

two levels from novice to the advanced
division of the advanced group; the Law

Four Athletes = Four Medals at
the 2015 Canada Winter Games

Enforcement Torch Run hosted their

Congratulations to the four athletes

annual conference in conjunction with

who represented Ontario at the 2015

the games; and lastly the recruitment

Canada Winter Games held in Prince

of over 700 volunteers to assist with

George, BC. All four athletes medaled in

level and placed fourth in the fastest
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awarded Gold in the Singles Level III

athletes the opportunity to compete at
the Canada Games.

MAJOR GAMES

2015 International Bocce Tournament
24 teams from around the world

Congratulations

assembled at Seneca College, King

Bocce team who won a Gold Medal.

Campus for the 2015 International

Congratulations also goes to Circolo

Bocce tournament hosted by Youth

Richiardi from Italy who won the bronze

Bocce Canada, York Catholic District

medal over the Sacred Heart Crusaders.

to

Port

Colborne

School Board, Seneca College and
Special Olympics Ontario.

Thank you to Susan LaRosa for her
leadership of the Organizing Committee,

International teams from Italy, Malta,

ensuring the success of the tournament

San Marino, Greece and Michigan; Team

in every aspect.

Canada, Alberta and 17 teams from

Sincere thanks and appreciation to the organizing committee of
the Ottawa Festival Breakfast for the continued and steadfast
support of Special Olympics. Raising funds and awareness for
individuals with an intellectual disability in Ottawa and district.
Changing lives one day at a time!
For more information about Kelly Santini & the Ottawa Festival
Breakfast, visit KellySantini.com

Ontario attended the tournament.
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PROVINCIAL FLOOR HOCKEY championships

2015 Provincial Floor Hockey

TSN desk which included highlights

Sincere thanks and appreciation to

Championships

of the teams attending. The Healthy

Inspector John McGetrick and his team

Thank you to Chief Charles Bordeleau

Athletes Program was well attended

for organizing the Championships.

and the Ottawa Police Service for

with over 200 athletes receiving medical

hosting the 2015 Provincial Floor Hockey

screenings.

Championships.

The

The

Provincial

Floor

Hockey

Championships is a qualifying event for

Championships

were hosted at Carleton University from

The

weekend

May 6th-9th with 20 competitive teams

Scotiabank

also

the

athletes to be selected to attend

Hockey

the 2016 Special Olympics Canada

and four invitational teams from across

Invitational Tournament. The youth

National Winter Games in Corner Brook,

the province.

tournament hosted 47 athletes from five

Newfoundland.

Youth

included
Floor

schools across the province. Athletes
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The Opening Ceremonies on Thursday

participated in a skills evaluation on the

Congratulations to all teams for their

night encompassed a new format for

first day. Four teams were established

amazing efforts in the tournament.

“raising the flag”. The Special Olympics

and played a round robin tournament

flag was passed along the spectator

on the second day. Congratulations to

seating around the entire facility and

all youth athletes and their educators

a special broadcast was aired from the

for your participation and support!

A special thank you to the
Wizard Foundation for their
generous contributions
playing a significant role
in the growth of Special
Olympics Ontario.
The NHL Playoff Hockey
Pool was founded in 1988.
The Wizard Foundation has
grown to include NFL Fantasy
Football.
For more information visit
WizardFoundation.com

A Special Goodbye
to Those We have Loved and Respected
As this program year comes to a close we wish to give tribute
to the several athletes, volunteers and family members who
have passed on. Our thoughts are with you and your families.
You will be greatly missed. We wish to thank you from our
collective hearts for all that you did for Special Olympics.
Your contribution and dedication not only resonated in
your community, but throughout the organization. We will
always appreciate and remember you, as you are forever in
our hearts.

The Knights

of

Columbus’ exemplary

commitment to Special Olympics Ontario is
outstanding. Their passion and dedication
help enrich the lives of individuals with an
intellectual disability.

“What we have once enjoyed, we can never
lose. All that we love deeply becomes part
of us.” -Helen Keller

Together we hope to continue to promote
the Special Olympics’ movement.
For more information visit OntarioKofC.ca
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The OHL is a proud and enthusiastic
partner of Special Olympics Ontario.
Changing
attitudes,
promoting
respect and awareness and creating
a more inclusive society for all.

For more information visit
OntarioHockeyLeague.com
24
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PROVINCIAL AWARDS
PROVINCIAL AWARDS

TEAM OF THE YEAR
North Bay Soccer Club.
Shannon Johnson (Head Coach), Ralph Neuber (Coach) & Athletes:
Benjamin Chain, Kevin Grigg, David Mulley, Tyler Neuber, Jackelyn
Osborne,
Seguin, Megan Summerton, Elizabeth Tremblay, Mathew
TEAM OFTeggan
THE YEAR
Tresnak,
Peter
Washington
Diane Woods.
North Bay
Shadflies
Soccer &
Team
Missing text
Special Olympics Ontario is pleased to
recognize the North Bay Shadflies soccer
team as the 2015 Team of the Year.
The North Bay Shadflies consistently
display all of the championship
characteristics that are integral to
the Special Olympics’ movement by
focusing on performing (win or lose) as
a team. The weaker players are never
berated and the stronger players are
never favoured. Teams like this bring the
Special Olympics Athletes’ Oath to life!
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The Shadflies were selected to
compete in Provincials after only being
together for one year. In addition
to developing strong comradery
and competing at a high level they

displayed their commitment to each
other by supporting their teammate
in a wheelchair. In their second year of
competition, they won at the regional
level in the lowest division.
When the Shadflies competed in the
National Summer Games in Vancouver
they had to borrow players and were
welcoming and supportive of their new
teammates. They were happy to be
competing in the sport they love with
their teammates by their side.
This team’s commitment to each other
and the Special Olympics’ movement
makes them deserving of Special
Olympics Ontario’s 2015 Team of
the Year.

Thank you Telus for being
a proud supporter of
both Special Olympics
Ontario and the Healthy
Athlete Village Program.

For more information about
Telus, please visit Telus.com

PROVINCIAL AWARDS
Gary’s connection with the athletes is

From the carefully executed warm up

not to be overlooked; his dedication

exercises, to teaching each athlete to

to enrich the lives of each and every

perfect their dive, Barb also takes the

athlete is truly remarkable. Giving

time and effort to know the athlete on

athletes

a personal level, continuing to develop

the

utmost

encouragement,

he

respect

always

and

creates

their confidence in her.

an enjoyable atmosphere. At events
he

recognizes

special

athletes’

occasions

and

birthdays,

Barb maintains a warm and friendly

outstanding

environment each week at the swim

scores. Gary’s recognition of athletes

meets, pushing athletes to do their

brings them much joy, as they strive to

best while celebrating their success.

establish their personal best.

Barb’s influence leaves athletes excited
to go to practice and their attendance

MALE COACH OF THE YEAR
Gary Renner

Devoting his time to the movement,
Gary

exemplifies

the

spirit

of

Special Olympics. It is his leadership,

FEMALE COACH OF THE YEAR
Barb Ivany

sportsmanship and kindness that makes

records can prove it; the atmosphere is
truly uplifting and inspiring.
Putting emphasis on being a close

Gary has been involved with Special

him a true friend to the athletes and an

It all began when Barb Ivany’s daughter,

knit swim “family” while continuing

Olympics Ontario for 25 years. As

instrumental role model in the Special

Jennifer was introduced to the local

to recognize each athlete’s individual

the head coach for the 5-pin bowling

Olympics community.

Special Olympics swim team. Barb

improvement is what makes Barb

team in Thunder Bay, he continues

began to volunteer at her daughter’s

an incredible coach. Her 25 years

to mentor athletes and volunteers in

Congratulations, Gary on being awarded

swim events. She began coaching the

of

his community.

the Male Coach of the Year.

Etobicoke Sharks Swim Team in the Fall

dedication to Special Olympics is truly

of 1990. Being a dedicated coach and

remarkable. Special Olympics Ontario

He works diligently to expand the

volunteering her time in other Special

has been fortunate enough to work

bowling program and the community’s

Olympics programs, Barb continues

with Barb in contributing to the lives of

volunteer base, by not only connecting

to be a positive influence on athletes,

many athletes.

with other community resources but by

coaches and families.

also using his personality and positive

involvement,

commitment

and

Congratulations, Barb on being awarded

reinforcement to assist with social

As a swim coach, Barb assists with the

and fundraising efforts. Gary’s priority

development of each athlete’s physical

is to promote Special Olympics as an

fitness and sport development skills.

encouraging environment, not just for

She has a keen eye for recognizing

the athletes, but for everyone involved.

each athlete’s strengths and abilities.

the Female Coach of the Year.

27

PROVINCIAL AWARDS
Captain of the North Bay Northstars.

MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
Cory Potter
Cory has maintained a love of sports
since a very young age. He persevered
with his love of sport and subsequently
found Special Olympics six years ago.
Since joining Special Olympics, Cory has
achieved a huge amount of success.
He has won many team and individual
sports including a bronze medal at the
Provincial Games in 2013.
Upon returning to skiing in 2014,
Cory advanced two skill levels and
five divisions in the same competition
while finishing fourth in Ontario. In
conjunction with his athletic success,
he has demonstrated exceptional
sportsmanship,
coachability
and
leadership thoroughly illustrated as

28

Cory’s determination to include
everyone is not only because he is a
Captain, but also because he genuinely
believes in the value of being involved
in sports for all. He continues to
work to ensure that everyone he
plays with enjoys themselves and has
an opportunity to succeed. This is
something he finds incredibly important
as a Special Olympics athlete. These
fantastic traits have not gone unnoticed
as many members of his community
speak very highly of Cory.
A shining moment of Cory’s leadership
was displayed when he afforded
another athlete an opportunity to
score on his net by helping guide her
and she joyfully succeeded. Although a
fantastic gesture, this is not something
that surprises anyone given Cory’s
personality!
Congratulations, Cory on being awarded
Male Athlete of the Year.

FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
Marianne Scharf
Marianne is an incredibly dedicated
athlete who loves sports. She is a
26 year veteran of Special Olympics
and is an athlete who exhibits
sportsmanship. She
strives to
continually improve and show respect
for her fellow teammates, coaches and
officials. Marianne shows why she is
successful by not only attending every
practice but also working hard to make
sure she is in the best possible position
to succeed at competitions. Marianne
demonstrates her commitment to sport
as she tries to improve her individual
success by keeping a daily record of
her training and eating schedule, both
important components of being a
successful athlete.

Marianne always works hard to
accomplish her goals. She was
subsequently selected to compete at
the Special Olympics World Summer
Games as a member of Team Canada
in Los Angeles. As a Track and Field
athlete, she won a silver medal in the
400 relay and a bronze medal in the
long jump. This is not the first time
Marianne has attended World Games;
she won a gold medal in long jump and
a bronze medal in the 800 meter race
during the 2011 World Summer Games
in Athens, Greece. Marianne will also
be representing Team Ontario at the
upcoming National Winter Games in
Newfoundland for cross country skiing.
In addition to being an outstanding
athlete, she is a proud Special Olympics
ambassador sharing her passion with
everyone she meets. This is exemplified
whenever Marianne talks about her
accomplishments, she makes sure to
highlight her teammates as well.
Congratulations, Marianne on being
awarded Female Athlete of the Year.

PROVINCIAL AWARDS
transition planning and the role that

Deirdre has acted as the district team

Special Olympics can play in a person’s

manager for multiple Provincial Games

post school life. Due to Stephanie’s

and has been an instrumental part

efforts, the momentum and interest

of Team Ontario at National Games.

in Special Olympics for teachers began

Her hard work and dedication to

to grow.

Special Olympics is why she is admired
and looked up to by coaches, volunteers

Stephanie registered her class for
the

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR
Stephanie King

first

Four

Corners

and athletes.

Basketball

event in Ottawa. Her passion for the

Those

program grew as she began talking

Deirdre are aware that she puts her

to media, writing letters, speaking

heart and soul into everything she does,

to parents and educators about the

and organizing Special Olympics events

value of competition, sports training
and independence in their child’s life.

teacher with the Ottawa Carleton
District School Board for the past 10

and

all

around

support

to

know

still talk about the snowshoeing meets
organized and run by her in Parry

Olympics and Four Corners as a valuable
resource

enough

is no exception. To this day, athletes

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Deirdre Mitchell

Stephanie continues to promote Special
Stephanie has been a special education

fortunate

Sound. She is a mentor to many and her
community

dedication to enriching numerous local

system that every student should have

coordinator for Parry Sound, Deirdre

and national Special Olympics initiatives

exposure to. Her hard work, passion

has been volunteering with Special

is remarkable, offering a lasting impact

years. In her second year of teaching

and dedication is appreciated by many

Olympics Ontario for 26 years. She is

within the organization.

she began to build connections that

and recognized by her students and

respected by many, and always goes

eventually led her to become the

Special Olympics.

out of her way to assist others. Special

Congratulations,

Olympics communities find comfort in

awarded the President’s Award.

Special Olympics Liaison for her school
board.

She played an instrumental

Being

a

well-respected

Congratulations, Stephanie on being

knowing Deirdre is available to assist

role in the program development and

awarded

when they need guidance and support.

success of Four Corners.

Year Award.

the

Educator

of

the

Deirdre

on

being

Believing in the power of the movement,
As a liaison, it became apparent that not

Deirdre is the driving force in assisting

all teachers were aware of the role that

and encouraging the development of

Special Olympics could play in students’

new Special Olympics sport programs

lives. To ensure that the message was

within her district. She helped many

being promoted, she began to approach

communities develop new programs and

teachers and students one on one about

continues to act as a positive role model.
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community, he continues to find the time

and has won countless medals in a

to help other communities kick start new

multitude of sports. Some of his athletic

programs and assist with running events.

accolades include winning one silver and
one bronze medal in Track and Field in

Greg is passionate about getting people

the 1998 National Summer Games in

involved in Special Olympics one way or

Sudbury. He showed great poise and

another. He represents Special Olympics

leadership in 2011 at the Provincial

at different exhibitions, events, schools

Floor Hockey Championships, as his

and colleges in order to generate

team lost but played their hearts out.

awareness about the Special Olympics’

In 2014 at the National Summer Games

movement. Working with the city, he

in Vancouver he added to his impressive

has helped build many Special Olympics

medal collection with a gold and silver

programs including Active Start and

medal. This list is in no way exhaustive

FUNdamental programs.

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Greg Belmore

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD of his achievements as an athlete, but
Jason’s true contributions have been as
Jason Gordy

Greg is instrumental in raising funds,
Greg has been a part of the Special

introducing

Olympics’ movement for eight years, and

and

has continued to make a positive impact.

exemplifying

He first recalls becoming involved with

positivity. He continues to be a true leader

the Special Olympics community when

in the community, always displaying

proficient

promoting

policies

awareness,

encouragement

while
and

his son Matthew played for the Welland

patience and extreme professionalism.

Warriors, the local Special Olympics

It is his determination and compassion

a role model, supporter, teammate, and
Special Olympics Ontario is proud
to

present

the

Athlete

Lifetime

coach.

Achievement Award to Jason Gordy.

Jason continues to practice hard as an

Jason’s

Special

Olympics

athlete and share his expertise and

career

positivity as a dedicated coach. In 1997

began in 1992 and in these past 23

Jason was recognized by Mayor Roger

years has captivated his hometown

Vermeulen of the Township of Delhi

and the Special Olympics community

with a plaque acknowledging Jason’s
competitiveness

softball team. Greg began standing on

that continues to strengthen the Special

the field with his son. Then he filled in

Olympics community.

with

athletic ability and humility. Jason’s

Additionally, in 2012, Jason was named

Congratulations, Greg on being awarded

contributions

wherever he was needed. From then on,
his involvement with Special Olympics
has evolved and he is now known as “the
man that wears many hats”.

the Volunteer of the Year Award.

his

charisma,
to

sportsmanship,

Special

and

team

spirit.

Olympics

Special Olympics Male Athlete of the

stretch beyond his personal athletic

Year and inducted into the Etobicoke

accomplishments; his love and passion

Sports Hall of Fame.

for sport has made him a role model to
Taking on the roles as the Community

other athletes as well as members of

Special

Coordinator, Treasurer, Secretary, Team

his home community of Simcoe.

Jason for his continued contributions

Manager and being heavily involved
in
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Special

Olympics

sports

in

his

Jason

has

attended

many

Special

Olympics Provincial and National Games

Olympics

Ontario

thanks

to our movement. Congratulations,
Jason on being awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award.
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As a National Sponsor,
STAPLES helps support
Special Olympics Ontario

Supporting more than 38,000
individuals with an intellectual
disability participating in Special
Olympics programs over 19 years.
Through Give a Toonie. Share
a Dream, STAPLES has raised
$630,000 in 2015.
For more information please visit
staples.ca
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